The diagnostic dilemma of intraoperative hyperpyrexia in a malaria endemic area.
Malignant hyperthermia (MH) is a serious and feared complication of general anaesthesia. The diagnosis of MH may pose a diagnostic dilemma, as its two most common signs tachycardia and hyperthermia are also common features of infections, transfusion and drug reactions. We report three cases of hyperthermia occurring during anaesthesia posing diagnostic dilemma in which two of the cases appear to be due to malaria. It is therefore suggested that all patients undergoing anaesthesia in a malaria endemic area should be investigated and treated for malaria if indicated preoperatively even when asymptomatic to prevent such diagnostic confusion.